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RATIONALE:

The guitar is a popular instrument with many students at the junior high level.  Modern music/instruments are important vehicles for self-expression, and open possibilities for cross-curricular learning in social studies and language arts.   Because of these factors, guitars are an excellent choice for introducing students to music.  I started playing guitar at age 10 and have been studying the elements of guitar for over three decades.  While at the Medicine Hat College I completed an education course in music theory.  I have done private instruction and performed in bands throughout my years on the guitar.  

I. OBJECTIVES:

Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of and an ability to apply the following skills:

1.	Listening, performing and using notational systems.

2.	Striving for musical excellence, individually and as a member of a group.

3.	Understand, evaluate and appreciate a wide variety of music.

4.	Develop self-expression, creativity and communication through music, using the guitar and drums as instruments.

5.	Be aware of the history of our music and the implications of music in our society.





II.	UNITS OF STUDY:

1.	MUSICAL NOTATION: You will be introduced to musical notation, including treble clef, guitar tablature and chord charts.

2.	PRACTICE AND PERFORMANCE: You will apply, read and play basic melodies, chord progressions and drum beats to chosen music and personal compositions.

3.	CRITIQUE AND ANALYSIS: You will analyze music and it's associated d	disciplines, verbally and in writing.

III.	METHODOLOGY:

Units one, two and three will run concurrently while the practical aspects of playing the guitar are being taught. There will be notes, tests, written assignments, audio and video evaluations, and performance evaluations.

IV.	STUDENT MATERIALS:

1.	One binder (small)
2.	Loose-leaf pages and blank paper
3.	Writing utensils
4.	Plectrums (guitar picks) see teacher

*Note: This is an elective that requires a fee of $20.00 to be paid on the first day of electives.

V.  	RESOURCES:
	
1. Hal Leonard Guitar course
2. Alfred’s Basic Guitar Method
3. Chords for Electric or Unamplified Guitar-Doug Smith

VI.	STUDENT EVALUATION:

		Daily work, assignments and proficiency 	50%	
Tests and Quizzes                                      	50%	
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